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Should Medical and Agricultural Marijuana be Legalized?
Quick Summary
	When will the federal government legalize medical and agricultural marijuana? The history of marijuana, also called cannabis, is very confusing and long. In 1619, Virginia passed the first law in favor of marijuana. This law required all farmers to grow marijuana, to make use of its extremely strong fiber, used for fabric, rope, and medicines, etc. It was a major cash crop for the American colonies. In the 1800’s American pharmaceutical companies changed marijuana’s look by producing the first cannabis medicines. Marijuana continued to be used as medicine legally until the 1930’s. Then state and federal governments created laws against marijuana. Year after year the government increased its penalties against marijuana, labeling it a narcotic. Today marijuana is still as illegal as it was eighty years ago (ProQuest Staff).
The Experts Perspective
	Many experts are pro marijuana, but the fact is the federal government ignores what they have proven from studies done all around the United States. Throughout time expert after expert has proven that marijuana is a good medical substance. Marijuana is mostly used as a pain reliever and an anti-nausea medicine. It has also been used for cancer chemotherapy, to prevent vomiting and “even reducing the tiniest hint of nausea” (Grinspoon). It can also be used for osteoarthritis, premenstrual syndrome, bipolar and manic-depressive disorders, pseudotumor cerebri, diabetic gastroparesis, and even has factors that counteract aging (Grinspoon).
	“In 1972, the US Congress placed marijuana is Schedule 1 of the Controlled Substances Act because they considered it to have no accepted medical use”[sic] (Procon.org medical). Since U.S. Congress placed it as a Schedule 1 of the Controlled Substances Act, sixteen out of the fifty U.S. states, including Washington D.C., have legalized and accepted the use of marijuana in medicine. Even though states around our nation are finally seeing the qualities of medical marijuana there are still people that argue against it. They argue that medical marijuana is dangerous and because of legal drugs marijuana is useless. They argue that it is addictive, a gate way drug and causes infertility. They also argue that it disrupts driving ability, and causes injuries to the lungs, immune system, and brain. They believe that legalizing medical marijuana is just a front for recreational users (procon.org medical).
	In 1989 the AMA, American Medical Association, made a policy on marijuana that stated, 
The AMA opposes legalization of the sale and possession of marijuana, and recommends that it be prohibited for public use and also supports the modification of state laws to reduce the severity of penalties for possession of marijuana. The AMA recommends that personal possession of insignificant amounts be considered a misdemeanor and advocates increased research into the effects of marijuana.
Then in 1995 Dr. Lester Grinspoon, encouraged doctors to take a closer look at marijuana and reconsider its usefulness in medicine. Soon after Dr. Grinspoon’s statement, the AMA started to evaluate the safety and effectiveness of medical marijuana (procon.org what). 
Over the next decade the AMA conducted many studies and came back with several reports stating, “The AMA believes in the compassionate use of marijuana in a carefully controlled program designed to provide symptomatic relief of nausea, vomiting, cachexia, anorexia, spasticity, acute or chronic pain, or other palliative effects.” Decade after decade the studies have shown even more positive affects for the use of marijuana. The AMA now urges the Federal Government to change the status on medical marijuana (procon.org what).
The Agriculturists perspective
	Should agricultural marijuana be legalized? Most farmers and agriculturists believe it should be. Hemp and cannabis are different forms of marijuana. Most people do not know that hemp is not marijuana, “often referred to as cannabis,” which is the “biological” name of the plant. Cannabis also cannot get you high like marijuana does; it is used to produce goods that the everyday person uses. “The current cannabis industry is making great efforts to point out that cannabis is not marijuana (Small, Marcus). 
For most of its history it has been the most valued fiber source, “cannabis is one of the oldest sources of textile fiber.” “Until the beginning of the 19th century, cannabis was the leading cordage fiber. Until the middle of the 19th century, cannabis rivaled flax as the chief textile fiber of vegetable origin, and indeed was described as the king of fiber-bearing plants…” (Small, Marcus). In 1938, Popular Mechanics magazine put out an article about cannabis, titling it, “The New Billion Dollar Crop.” They stated that, “cannabis can be used to produce more than 25,000 products, ranging from dynamite to cellophane.” The major uses of cannabis are livestock bedding and feed, nutritional supplements, essential oils, medicines, food, paper products, textiles, plastics, body care products, and construction (Small, Marcus).  
The U.S. has kept a close eye on the cannabis industry in Canada since 1998, when the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act changed, allowing the commercial use of cannabis. Since that time states have had success in persuading legislators into the experimental cultivation of cannabis. “However, because of opposition by the federal government, to date there has only been a small experimental plot in Hawaii” (Small, Marcus).
The General Publics Perspective
Does the general public believe that marijuana should be legalized? “Nearly three-quarters of Americans (73%) say they favor their state allowing the sale and use of marijuana for medical purposes if it is prescribed by a doctor, while 23% are opposed” (“Broad”). Over the past two decades we have seen the number of pro marijuana states slowly raise (“Broad”).
One of the public’s concerns is that they would not want medical marijuana stores to open up near other stores in their area. Another concern is that they believe by allowing medical marijuana to be sold that it would be easier for people to get marijuana that do not have a medical need for it. “These concerns are highest among opponents of legalizing medical marijuana, but are no higher or lower in states that already allow marijuana for medical purposes” (“Broad”).	More Americans would support marijuana if it was prescribed strictly for medical uses rather than just “legalizing marijuana in general” (“Broad”). A recent national survey was done by the “Pew Research Center for the People & the Press.” The survey was conducted by contacting 1,500 adults over the phone. The findings showed that 41% were for the legalization of marijuana and 52% were against legalization. Twenty years ago only 16% of the public was for the use of medical marijuana. It seems more of the younger generations of Americans are pro medical marijuana than the older Americans (“Broad”).
The numbers of Americans that are pro marijuana have slowly risen because of how marijuana is affecting other economies around the world, in places such as Canada and Europe. “Arguments for and against legalizing marijuana—for personal or medical use—are likely to continue for years to come” (Mendes). Although now Americans are seeing the merit in legalizing it for medical use, as long as there are strict guidelines on its distribution.  “Support for making the drug legal in general, however, is growing among Americans. The public is almost evenly split this year, with 46% in favor and 50% opposed. If the trend of the past decade continues at a similar pace, majority support could be a reality within the next few years” (Mendes).
Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Marijuana has been a huge debate for several hundred years. There is a lot of evidence that proves it is a very useful medical substance and cash crop. Even though that is a proven fact, it has not been enough to persuade the people of the United States to legalize medical and agricultural marijuana. Over the years the pros for marijuana have increased and over the past two decades we have seen the rate of people for marijuana triple. Research shows that half of the country still looks down on marijuana use. But in the past two decades people have become more knowledgeable and seem to realize that it is not something that should be overlooked or dismissed.  
	 

